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July 22, 2016 

President Philip J. Hanlon 

Office of the President 

Dartmouth College 

207 Parkhurst Hall 

Hanover, NH 03755 

Re: A Call to Action and a Possible Teaching Moment 

 

Dear President Hanlon: 

Black lives matter, and so do policemen’s lives; and for that matter, all lives matter.  

For those young demonstrators who have caused such a stir at Baker-Berry Library and 

Collis Center, it is not that black lives matter more, but that, judging from what we have 

all seen of how certain police departments conduct business in the minority 

neighborhoods of our biggest cities, it seems like black lives matter less. These young 

students understand that nothing will change unless folks stand up stridently for change. 

The demonstrators are looking at a far larger picture and are trying to make a far 

bigger point about what is happening in our country.  These are some the best and 

brightest kids in our nation, and if they do not stand up and fight for change, who will? 

The demonstrators are aware that they share the campus with classmates who are 

also among the best and the brightest – classmates who will also go on to become 

leaders and opinion setters in their own communities.  These students want to make the 

point to their classmates that it is not OK to just sit back in the comfort and complexities 

of their own lives and do nothing.  They too must stand up and be counted. 

These demonstrators are learning to find their voices, and learning how to lead.  

Education can be a messy business, but for the best and the brightest, the college 

campus is the safest place for them to push the boundaries and learn from their 

mistakes. It is clear that the College administration is struggling to make this work, and 

though the administration’s solutions cannot be perfect, they are right to not treat this 

exclusively as a disciplinary incident. 

Yes, the demonstrators are adolescent and rash; and they have let their passion 
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lead them to disruptive and unproductive behaviors.  Though it might not seem so at 

first glance, the students’ intentions, though certainly not their actions, are in the spirit of 

men like John Sloan Dickey and Jim Kim who saw Dartmouth as a place to build future 

leaders who would go out to make the world a better place. 

As it concerns those demonstrators on scholarship, it is easy to think that because 

they are mostly on scholarship, they should shut up and show some respect and 

appreciation for what they are receiving.   The thing is they realize that Dartmouth can 

do much more than just offer them a ticket to the good life. It can give them and their 

classmates the chance to lead bigger lives. “From those who are given much, much is 

expected.”  Our goal here is not to champion bad behavior, but to help these students to 

learn how to channel their passion into productive behavior. 

Learning that there are consequences for unacceptable actions is an important part 

of our learning experience.  What these students did presents a wonderful learning 

opportunity.  Just as dealing with their actions simply as a disciplinary problem would 

miss this opportunity, so would allowing their bad behavior to pass without some 

consequence The safety of a college environment does not simply excuse students 

from discipline, rather it should mean that the consequences should be a part of, not the 

end of their educational experience at Dartmouth.  

They need to learn that they can be more successful by coming up with ways to 

gain consensus rather that offend the folks they are trying to reach. The fact that they 

have a good cause and good motives does not excuse bad behavior. 

The headlines of the past two weeks sadly show us the horror that can come from 

these ideas taken to their illogical extreme, and acted out in violence instead of dialog.  

We believe that the students, and the Black Lives Matter movement in general, have 

been attempting to draw attention to a serious problem in an effort to force a solution – 

not to incite violence. 

Unfortunately, with eight policemen brutally murdered, law enforcement officers on 

whom all of us depend to keep us safe are likely to be more suspicious; and be quicker 

to react to a threatening situation to protect themselves. This can only lead to more 

tragedies, more mistakes and more tragic deaths. 

And while sympathetic to the problems that Black Lives Matter have been trying to 

shine a light on, we must also feel compelled to support the brave police officers who 

put their lives on the line every day to keep us safe. 

The tragic losses on both sides are heart breaking. It occurs to us that these tragic 

circumstances present an opportunity for the Black Lives Matter demonstrators and the 

Dartmouth Republicans to find common cause to work together to help stop the 

needless killing. This is a serious challenge for our country and our communities. 

Demonstrators could be given a way to redeem themselves with the College for their 

extreme behavior by asking them to get together to explore how they can work with 
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each other to find solutions.  For the College Administration, by bringing these two 

factions together, this is a real opportunity to lead and to teach; and perhaps to push 

these passionate students to find a way through civil discourse to make a real 

contribution to this real world problem. We would like to see the College take the lead to 

make this happen. 

The fact is that there has been provocative and bad behavior on all sides, and while 

it might not, in the Administration’s view, have risen to violations of College or legal 

standards, the unintended consequences, taken from a national perspective, have been 

devastating. These young folks need to get together and figure out a way to fix this.  

These are great kids with much to offer, and we need to ask more of them. 

The incidents at Baker-Berry Library and Collis Center paraded out in front of the 

public by The College Fix and other unfriendly media paint Dartmouth as a place of 

great social division and student protests against the College.  Your efforts to bring 

disagreeing factions together could show the world that Dartmouth is a place of diversity 

where disagreeing factions can find common ground and learn from their experiences. 

Dartmouth, at its best, is a place that can build leaders who can go out into the 

world and make changes for the better - changes that we hope will mean that someday, 

all lives will matter equally. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

The Class of 1963 Executive Committee 

Lawrence B. Bailey, Class President 

 

CC: Class Executive Committee 

 

 


